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116 ~  VOTES AND PROCEEDINGS

community evinced, the public would not have to incur much expense. Your commitee are of

opinion, that the effectual punishment of ofienders ought tobe the paramount object of every -

crimninal code, and that if crimes cun be prevented, and vice suppressed, by the humane systey,

“of penitentiary punishment, as well as by a more sanguinary one, then let the former conrse Le

pursued, atthe same time we think that it is important and absclutcly essential to the best in.
terests of society, that the system of punishments sheuld be ample to protect and defend the

rights of every member of the community, as the secure exercise und cnjovment of those rights -

most undoubtedly formed the great induceinent originally to this, as to all other political assi-

ciations, and that no fears of incurring the necessary expense ior cilecting this object, ought ty

actuate any legislative body. - - - S ,
‘The - stepping mi}l lias been introduced into many of the work houses or penitenti-

‘anjes in England, andin the county prison iu the city of New York; and its cffects, where
there has been sufficient-time to ascertain the result, have been manifestly and obviously

in favour of this specics of lubour as .amode of punishment. In asmuch, however, s
the change inour penitentiary systein to be produced by the contemplated improvement, would
be su important as to require much time and consideration to arrange and adjust the details, we
think thut it had better be postponed till the next session of the iegislature. T'wo plansoc

curred to your commitice; the fivst was a partiad adoption of the system, so as to give theofiicers:

of Lhe penitentiary the power of panishing the prisoners on the stepping wheel, for transgres-

- sions of the internal regulations of the instituticn, or misconduct after theiv confinement; and

the sccond pian was, to chauge the whole system, and ) ecmploy the whole number of prisoners
on thie wheei or wheels, as.a inoving power, for the purpose of carying on some species of manu-
fucture on account of tic state. Lhe only difficulty in adopting the lutter plan, would be in as-
ascertaining which would be the most profitable species of mauufacture, hecause no objections
conid have anv force or efiect, grounded on the idea that the state is incapable of managingany
business of that kind from the want of faithful agents, the state being now engaged in manutuc-
turing in the penitentiary; so that the inference is fair, those who now prefitably manage a

manufacturing  institution for the state, could do the same thing it the contemplated change

was effected; the penitentiary now seems to be a mere manufacturing cstablishment—the in-
troduction of the stepning mill would leave it this character, and at the same time answer and
artain morc cﬁ'ccmallb'»the endsof a system of punishment for which it was intended. Before we
conclude this report, we will make one suggesiion, though not immediately connected with the
subject referred tons: From a communication obligingly made to the committce by the mayor
of N. York, it appcars that a saving has been cffocted in the expense of the “state prison of New
York of seventeen thousand dollurs annualy by hiring out” the labour of the Lrisoners, instead
of manufacturing for the state iwself. R _
Asit isnew late in the session, & the comimittee cannot command all the information neces-
sary for making adetailed report, we do not recommend at this time the crection of a tread cr
steppivg miitin the Maryland penitendary. - ' -
Which wasyread, - By erder, S J. BOUGLASS, Clk.
Mr. Orrick deiivers the following report: ' 4 :
The committee to whom was reierred the petition of sundry inhabitants of Baltimore ceunty,
praying thatzlavs woald pass authorising and cirecting the levy court of said county to publish

their proceedings, beg leave to repoit—That they have had the same under consideration, and -

arc of opinion, that inusmuchas thiere is a general Jaw on this subject, passed at November ses-
sien 18v2, chapter 81, which directs the, clerks of the several levy courts in this state to make
out a list of their proceedings of said courts, and deliver the same to the ditferent sherifts of the
several counties, to he by them set’up at the place of holding the clection in every district in the
several countics in this state, this law theretere, meeting the views of the petitioners, reconi-
mend thatthey have leay e torwithdraw their petition. - :

Which was twice readand convurred with., - Bvorder, T. CROSS, Clk.

“T"he bill for the relictf of Anne letfers, of Queen-Anne’s county, was read the second tinie,
passcd, and returned to the senate, '

‘U'he resolutionin favour of Thomas Wright, wasread the second time, assented to, and sext

to the senate. - : . _ : _

The bill for the relief of Jaceh Lantz, was rcad the second time, passed, and sent to the
renute, o B ~ ' ' ' '
" On mation by Mv.Steele, the following message was read, assented to, and with the bill there-
in mentiondd, seiit to the senate. : '

_ o BY “THLE LHOUSE OF DELEGATES, February 12, 1823,
Gentlemen of the Senate—\We have received the bill, entitled, ./n act relating to the public
roads in the couaties therein mentioned; together with the amendments made by your honouri-
blc body. Wewouid pespectfully reccommend and request, a reconsideration of the two sections
relating to hpncais roi the levy cotirt. The appeal allowed by the first section appears tous
caleulated 10 precwecineonvanicnce, without any beneficial result to the party. Lhe second
section is also chiecticnaiie oiraccount of thclcngtfl of time in which appeal may be had, It
shoulq not beiceeptable to your}
it will mect your approbation to shorten the time allowed for making appeal. '
v : a_ "By order, - . A ' S N L‘.RE\\'ER, Clk.

Mr. Thomas Kennedy. repertsa bill, entitled, A supplement toan act, entitled, An act to

qniet posscssions and prevent suits at law, passed «t December session 1818, chapter90, And a.

bill, entitle_d., Anact to repeal'certain parts of the actof asscmbly passed ut April session 1715,
chapter 41, jmposing amcrciments, und 10 lay a tax on original writs; which were read.

honorable bady to reconsider both of these sections, we hope
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